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We may now return to consider the remedies proposed
for hard times. We shall see that although they are quack
remedies, and although they set at defiance all the eco-
nomic doctrines which have been so laboriously established
during the last century, they are fitted to meet the diffi-
culty as it presents itself to land owners, governments,
military powers, socialists, and sentimentalists. The tend-
ency is towards an industrial system controlled by a
natural cooperation far grander than anybody has ever
planned, towards a community of interest and welfare far
more beneficent than any universal republic or fraternity
of labor which the Internationalists hope for, and towards
a free and peaceful rivalry amongst nations in the arts of
civilization. It is necessary to stop this tendency. What
are the means proposed?
1. The first is to put a limit to civil liberty. By civil
liberty (for I feel at once the need of defining this much-
abused word) I mean the status which is created for an
individual by those institutions which guarantee him the
use of his own powers for his own development. For three
or four centuries now, the civilized world has been strug-
gling towards the realization of this civil liberty. Progress
towards it has been hindered by the notion that liberty
was some vague abstraction, or an emancipation from some
of the hard conditions of human life, from which men never
can be emancipated while they live on this earth. Civil
liberty has also been confused with political activity or
share in civil government. Political activity itself, how-
ever, is only a means to an end, and is valuable because it
is necessary to secure to the individual free exercise of his
powers to produce and exchange according to his own choice
and his own conception of happiness, and to secure him
also that the products of his labor shall be applied to his
satisfaction and not to that of any others. When we come
to understand civil liberty for what it is, we shall probably